• i 

J 

CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 /\' ^ method for searching files stored on a network, comprising: 

2 \ accessing a first file on the network; 

3 \ downloading data from the first file; and 

4 \ setting an accessing time to access a second file based on said data 

5 downloaded from the first file. 

1 2. The metnod of claim 1, wherein the second file is the same as the first file. 

1 3. The method W claim 1 , further comprising selecting a second file to download 

2 based on said datAdownloaded from the first file. 

1 4. The method of claim 1, wherein the first file comprises a channel definition 

2 file (CDF). \ 

1 5. The method of claim 1, wherein said setting an accessing time comprises: 

2 analyzing the data from the first file to determine when a second file is 

3 scheduled to be updated; and \ 
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assigning the accessing time based on when the second file is scheduled to 
be upd^ed. 

6. The metnfed of claim 3, wherein said setting an accessing time comprises: 
analyzing the data from the first file to determine when a second file is 

scheduled to be uViated; and 

assigning the^accessing time based on when the second file is scheduled to 

be updated. 

f^A method for searchin^files on a network, comprising: 
accessing a server on the network; 
downloading data from a first file; and 

setting an accessing timSp to re-access the server based on said data 
downloaded from the first file. 

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising: 

accessing the server using the Accessing time; and 
downloading a second file fromme server. 



9. The method of claim 8, wherein the secohd file is the same as the first file. 
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Mo. The method of claim 7, further comprising selecting a second file to 
download based on said data downloaded from the first file. 

1 1 . TheViethod of claim 8, fiirther comprising selecting a second file to 
download biased on said data downloaded fi-om the first file. 

12. The methodVf claim 7, wherein the first file comprises a channel definition 
file (CDF). \ 

13. The method of claim 1, wherein said setting an accessing time comprises: 

analyzing the data from the first file to determine when a second file is 
scheduled to be updated; alad 

assigning the accessing time based on when the second file is scheduled to 
be updated. \ 

14. The method of claim 13, wherain the accessing time is after the scheduled 
update of the second file. \ 

15. The method of claim 8, wherein said setting an accessing time comprises: 

analyzing the data fi-om the first file to determine when a second file is 
scheduled to be updated; and \ 
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\ assigning the accessing time based on when the second file is scheduled to 
be updated. 

16. The method of claim 10, wherein setting an accessing time comprises: 

analyzin^the data from the first file to determine when a second file is 

scheduled to be updated; and 

assigning the accessing time based on when the second file is scheduled to 

be updated. \ 



7. A system comprising k machine readable recording medium storing a 



program for searching through files stored on a network, said program including 
executable instructions for: \ 

accessing a first file on\he network; and 

downloading data from tfte first file; and 

setting an accessing time td access a second file based on said data 
downloaded from the first file. \ 

18. The system of claim 17, wherein the second file is the same as the first file. 

19. The system of claim 17, further compMsing selecting a second file to access 
based on said data downloaded from the firs\file. 
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W, The system of claim 17, wherein the first file comprises a channel definition 
fiWCDF). 

21. The gystem of claim 17, wherein setting an accessing time comprises: 

anaiVzing the data from the first file to determine when a second file is 
scheduled to re updated; and 

assigninAthe accessing time based on when the second file is scheduled to 
be updated. \ 

22. The system of claim 19, wherein setting an accessing time comprises: 

analyzing the datA from the first file to determine when a second file is 
scheduled to be updated; akd 

assigning the accessing time based on when the second file is scheduled to 
be updated. \ 

system for searching files s^red on a network, comprising: 
means for accessing a first file on the network; 
means for downloading data from the first file; and 
means for setting an accessing time to access a second file based on said 
data downloaded from the first file. \ 
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